
 

 

March 10, 2015 

The Merrick County Board of Supervisors met Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 9:08 a.m. in the Supervisors Room, County 
Courthouse, Central City, NE, with Graves, Kucera, Carlson, Weller, Kreachbaum, Helgoth,  and Wiegert  present.   Also 
present was County Attorney Lynelle Homolka. 
Moved Kucera, second Graves to convene as Board of Supervisors at 9:08 a.m.  Roll Call: All Ayes 
Notice of the meeting was given thereof by publications in the Republican Nonpareil and The Palmer Journal and on the 
Merrick County website.  Proof of publication is filed in the Clerk’s Office.  Copies of the agenda were mailed to each 
Supervisor and kept current and available to the public at the County Clerk’s Office.  
Chairman Wiegert declared the meeting was preceded by publicized notice and having acknowledged and identified the 
location of the posting of the current copy of the Open Meetings Act, called the meeting to order and in open session at 
9:08 a.m.  
Agenda:  Moved Kucera, second Carlson to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Minutes:  Moved Kreachbaum, second Weller to approve the minutes from the February 24, 2015 as presented and 
published.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Meeting reports:  Carlson & Weller met with Veteran Service Officer Berry and went over his duties and what was going 
on in his office; Graves attended a hospital meeting on February 25, 2015; Weller attended the Development Corporation 
meeting Friday, March 6, 2015; Kreachbaum attended an emergency management meeting with Boone, and Nance 
Counties on March 4, 2015 and reported that if anyone wanted to join there will be a meeting March 12, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Community Room; Wiegert attended a Central District Health meeting on February 27 and another one March 9, 
2015 and also attended the Midland Area on Aging meeting on March 5, 2015.   
Official’s report: County Attorney Homolka, Chief Deputy Westman, and Sheriff Campbell attended a three day child 
abuse conference.  Veteran Service Officer Berry thanked Carlson and Weller for coming and meeting with him and also 
the Veteran Service Board.  Sheriff Campbell said the deputies had 348 calls for service and there were 75 contacts by 
deputies.  Deputies had 119 hours of patrol time, covered 12 accidents, 5 were weather related, 8 HHS calls where one 
was for verbal disturbance, one physical disturbance, and one aggravated assault report, 65 civil process served and 
returned, did six prisoner transports, three fraud cases were reported, five burglary or theft cases were reported, five 
arrests, four were misdemeanor’s and one was a felony.  Dispatch had 500 total calls for service, handled 18 medical 
recues, three fire calls, transferred five 911 calls to other counties, handled 32 vins for the month, 17 gun permits, had 20 
new inmates booked in and released 19.  They had an average of 8 inmates for the month and served approximately 672 
meals. 
Hospital update: Litzenberg Hospital Administrator Julie Murray gave the Board a brief overview and handout. 
Merrick Manor:  Hospital Administrator Murray told the Board that the hospital had received a bid of $25,000.00 from 
Mesner’s for the Merrick Manor.  Murray said that the size and square footage of the building has held other investors off.  
Mesner’s told the hospital board that they would pay $25,000.00 for the Merrick Manor is the Development Corporation 
would help with the asbestos removal.  The Development Corporation will pay $70,000.00 towards the asbestos removal.  
Mesner’s are looking at commercial space on the first two floors and apartments on the third floor.  The hospital cannot 
accept the bid without the approval from the County Board.  The hospital board did approve of the bid and bringing the 
bid to the County Board in open session and it is in their minutes.  Moved Kucera, second Graves to approve the hospital 
board accepting the $25,000.00 bid from Mesner’s for the Merrick Manor.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Juvenile Diversion Interlocal with Hamilton County:  Juvenile Diversion Officer Julie Beyer asked the Board for their 
approval of an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement for Juvenile Diversion by and between the Counties of Merrick and 
Hamilton.  The Hamilton County Commissioners approve of the agreement at their February 23, 2015 meeting.   This 
agreement will be good through January 30, 2016.  The grant money will be in the amount of $13,500.00 and will be used 
to increase Beyer’s salary, her travel, a bigger data plan, education and materials because of additional duties.  Moved 
Kreachbaum, second Carlson to approve and have the Chairman sign the Juvenile Diversion Interlocal with Hamilton 
County.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Special liquor license:  Harley Conway, DBA Bootlegger, Inc. asked for the Board’s approval of a special liquor license 
for a wedding reception on Saturday, April 11, 2015 at the Randy Wegner farm.  Randy Wegner’s son is getting married.  
Moved Kucera, second Kreachbaum to approve the special liquor license for the Bootlegger, Inc. for the wedding 
reception on Saturday, April 11, 2015 at the Randy Wegner farm.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Public Hearing:  Moved Weller, second Kreachbaum to open the public hearing at 10:00 a.m. for a re-zoning application 
for Cedar Lane II Subdivision Association in 12-13-6.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.  Planning & Zoning Myers said this 
Subdivision was done last year and it was thought that the zoning was already done.  It is zoned as AG-1 and needs to be 
zoned as R-1.  The R-1 has shorter setbacks for building requirements.  Moved Graves, second Carlson to close the 



 

 

hearing at 10:04 a.m.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.  Moved Graves, second Carlson to approve the rezoning application for Cedar 
Lane II Subdivision Association in 12-13-6 to change from AG-1 to R-1.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Subdivision application:  Planning & Zoning Myers presented a Subdivision Application for Rick Wegner in the SE1/4 
in 8-13-7.  This split was previously approved but nothing was done with the property within the one year requirement.  
Moved Graves, second Kreachbaum to approve the subdivision application for Rick Wegner in the SE1/4 of 8-13-7.  Roll 
Call:  All Ayes. 
Subdivision application:  Planning & Zoning Myers presented a Subdivision Application for Curt and Doreen Fenster in 
the NW1/4 14-12-8.  There was a previous split in this quarter with over 23 acres.  After this split the remaining parcel 
will have 20.01 acres left and there will be no other splits allowed in this quarter.  Moved Kreachbaum, second Graves to 
approve the Subdivision Application for Curt and Doreen Fenster in the NW1/4 14-12-8.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Brite Express:  Brite Express would like to hire Henry Sobotka as a part time person to help them clean when needed.  
Moved Kucera, second Graves to go into executive session at 10:32 a.m. for the prevention of needless injury to the 
reputation of an individual.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.  Moved Helgoth, second Kucera to go out of executive session at 10:41 
a.m.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.  Moved Helgoth, second Weller to approve of Brite Express hiring Henry Sobotka as a part 
time person to help them clean when needed.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Carpet cleaning:  Brite Express presented a bid to clean the carpets in the hearing room, entrance pad on first floor, 
Board Room, main court room, Diversion Office, and the Probation Office.  The bid was for $1,163.10.  Moved Graves, 
second Carlson to approve the bid for $1,163.00 presented by Brite Express to clean the carpets in the hearing room, 
entrance pad on first floor, Board Room, main court room, Diversion Office, and the Probation Office.  Roll Call:  All 
Ayes. 
Maintainer/motor grader training:  Highway Superintendent Meyer presented a letter that needed the Board’s approval 
for the Chairman to sign for maintainer/motor grader training.  There is no cost to the county and is done by LTAP.  It is a 
two day training.  Moved Kucera, second Weller to approve the Chairman signing the letter from LTAP for a two day 
training for maintainer/motor graders.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Easement:  Highway Superintendent Meyer informed the County Board about a driveway easement for Keystone for 
their pipe yard in Section 3 right off of 23rd Road.   
Agreement for the Merrick County Youth and Agriculture Education Center:  Education Educator Tammy Stuhr 
presented the Agreement of Merrick County Board of Supervisors, Merrick County Agricultural Society, and the Merrick 
County Extension Board for the Merrick County Youth and Agriculture Education Center for the County Board’s 
approval.  The Extension Board approved the agreement at their March 3, 2015 meeting and it will go to the Agricultural 
Society on March 19, 2015 for their approval.  Moved Helgoth, second Graves to approve and have the Chairman sign the 
Agreement of Merrick County Board of Supervisors, Merrick County Agricultural Society, and the Merrick County 
Extension Board for the Merrick County Youth and Agriculture Education Center.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Trunk line:  Sheriff Campbell asked for the Board’s approval of $5,600.00 to be paid to Century Link to move two trunk 
lines to Grand Island.  Currently if the Sheriff’s Office would need to be evacuated or would be hit by a tornado, etc. no 
calls would come in or out for 911.  By moving the trunk lines to Grand Island if a something should happen to the 
Sheriff’s Office, 911 calls would be transferred to Nance County.  Hall County wanted to charge Merrick County if 911 
calls were to be transferred there.  Nance, Boone and Merrick County will work together because Platte County wanted to 
charge for calls to be transferred there also.  Nance County will not charge Merrick County and it will work the other way 
also it 911 calls have to be transferred.  It would work like a computer relay.  Some of the funds for this would come out 
of the Wireless E911 funds which the county receives.  Moved Kucera, second Kreachbaum to approve the $5,600.00 to 
Century Link for trunk line moving for the new E911 system to Grand Island.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Time and attendance:  The Sheriff’s Office is the only office at present time that are being paid for actual hours worked.  
MIPS said that they could install and train for just one department for the new time and attendance and then install the rest 
at the end of the year.  The time machines are about $650.00 a piece.  The employees would clock in by finger print.  
Those that start work on the road from home will have a call in system.  Clerk Wichmann passed out a request for leave or 
approved absence sheet that will be required to be turned into her office when employees will not be attendance ahead of 
time so that their time can be entered if they have earned time off in her office.  Moved Kreachbaum, second Weller to 
approve the County Clerk ordering the time and attendance machine for the Sheriff’s Office.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
Safety Deposit Box:  The Treasurer keeps a safety deposit box at Cornerstone Bank for tapes that they back up from the 
State’s AS400.  The Treasurer needs to add her Deputy Treasurer Angela Kosmicki to the safety deposit box.  Moved 
Graves, second Kreachbaum to approve the Treasurer adding her Deputy Treasurer Angela Kosmicki to the County safe 
deposit box at the Cornerstone Bank.  Roll Call:  Ayes: Carlson, Kucera, Helgoth, Kreachbaum, Graves, and Wiegert.  
Nays:  None  Abstain:  Weller  



 

 

March 2015 claims:  The March 2015 claims were presented for approval: 
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CENTRAL CITY 

AUTO 

PARTS/ROADS REPAIR/SUPPLY 

886.

79 

300 0 JAMES CEPLECHA 

CEPLECHA,JAM

ES MILEAGE 

12.6

5 

300 0 

COMPUTER 

CONCEPTS INC. 

COMPUTER 

CONCEPTS 

INC./CRHSE OFFICE SUPPLY 125 

300 0 

DEL-RAY 

ALTERNATORS & 

STARTERS 

DEL-RAY 

ALTERNATORS 

& STARTERS EQUIP REPAIR 86.3 

300 0 

EAKES OFFICE 

PLUS INC/ROADS 

EAKES OFFICE 

/ROADS OFFICE SUPPLY 

59.1

7 

300 0 

FRONTIER 

COOPERATIVE 

FRONTIER 

COOPERATIVE FUEL 

923.

9 

300 0 RANDY FUEHRER 

FUEHRER,RAN

DY MILEAGE 

57.5

1 

300 0 GILBARCO INC 

GILBARCO 

VEEDER-ROOT FUEL 17 

300 0 

GRAND ISLAND 

ACE HARDWARE 

GRAND ISLAND 

ACE 

HARDWARE SHOP SUPPLIES 

16.4

8 

300 0 

GREEN LINE 

EQUIPMENT OF 

CC/ROADS 

GREEN LINE 

EQPT OF 

CC/ROADS EQUIP REPAIR 

19.6

2 

300 0 JIM HAAG HAAG,JIM MILEAGE 

199.

53 

300 0 

HAPP 

PUBLISHING 

HAPP 

PUBLISHING/R

OADS PUBICATION 105 

300 0 

HERK'S WELDING 

SHOP 

HERK'S 

WELDING 

SHOP/ROADS SUPPLY/REPAIR 

73.1

6 

300 0 

ISLAND SUPPLY 

WELDING CO. 

ISLAND SUPPLY 

WELD/ROADS SHOP SUPPLIES 

166.

45 

300 0 

JACKSON LINEN 

SERVICE/ROADS 

JACKSON 

LINEN 

SERVICE/ROAD SHOP SUPPLIES 55.8 



 

 

S 

300 0 

JENSEN 

PUBLISHING/ROA

DS 

JENSEN 

PUBLISHING/R

OADS PUBLICATION 

154.

8 

300 0 

MERRICK CO. 

TREASURER 

MERRICK CO. 

TREASURER/ 

MISC EXP 

ROAD-

POSTAGE 

40.2

2 

300 0 MICHAEL MEYER 

MEYER,MICHA

EL/MILG&POST

AGE MILEAGE 

434.

13 

300 0 

NEBR. 

MACHINERY CO. 

NE 

MACHINERY 

CO./ROADS SUPPLY/REPAIR 

321

5.32 

300 0 

NEBR. TRUCK 

CENTER, INC. 

NE TRUCK 

CENTER, INC. EQUIP REPAIR 

263.

41 

300 0 LEE NEEL NEEL,LEE 

MLG/UTILITY 

AG 

85.6

5 

300 0 NT&T/SHOP 

NT&T/CO 

SHOP 946-

3191 TELEPHONE 

53.4

3 

300 0 NT&T/ROADS 

NT&T/ROADS 

946-2164 TELEPHONE 

61.5

6 

300 0 

O'REILLY AUTO 

PARTS 

O'REILLY AUTO 

PARTS SUPPLY/REPAIR 

76.2

2 

300 0 

OBAN 

CONSTRUCTION 

INC 

OBAN 

CONSTRUCTIO

N INC EQUIPMENT 

143

2.5 

300 0 

PALMER SERVICE 

CENTER 

PALMER 

SERVICE 

CENTER FUEL/REPAIR 

120

4 

300 0 

PALSER 

SERVICE/ROADS 

PALSER 

SERVICE/ROAD

S TIRES 

495.

9 

300 0 

POLK COUNTY 

RURAL PUBLIC 

POWER DIST 

POLK COUNTY 

RURAL PUBLIC 

POWER DIST ELECTRICITY 75.5 

300 0 

JOHN E 

PROSOSKI 

PROSOSKI,JOH

N,E LAND RENTAL 120 

300 0 

ROAD BUILDERS 

MACHINERY & 

SUPPLY CO 

ROAD 

BUILDERS 

MACHINERY & 

SUPPLY CO EQUIP REPAIR 

115

7.88 

300 0 

SACK LUMBER 

CO./ROADS 

SACK LUMBER 

CO./ROADS REPAIR/LABOR 

771.

42 

300 0 

SAPP BROS. 

PETROLEUM 

SAPP BROS. 

PETROLEUM FUEL 

307

6.24 

300 0 

THOMAS 

SAWYERS 

SAWYERS,THO

MAS 

LICENSE 

RENEW 31 

300 0 

SOUTHERN 

POWER DISTRICT 

SOUTHERN 

POWER 

DISTRICT/ROA ELECTRICITY 

828.

4 



 

 

DS 

300 0 

VERIZON 

WIRELESS 

VERIZON/FOR

MERLY ALLTEL 9.74E+09 

99.1

3 

300 0 

VILLAGE OF 

CHAPMAN 

VILLAGE OF 

CHAPMAN/RO

ADS ELECTRICITY 

41.9

5 

300 0 

XEROX 

CORPORATION 

XEROX 

CORPORATION OFFICE SUPPLY 

74.6

8 

300 0 

ZEE MEDICAL 

SERVICE CO. 

ZEE MEDICAL 

SERVICE CO. SHOP SUPPLIES 29.7 

235

5 0 JULIE BEYER BEYER, JULIE MISC EXPENSES 

71.9

8 

235

5 0 

MERRICK CO. 

TREASURER 

MERRICK CO. 

TREASURER/ 

MISC EXP 

JUVDIV-

POSTAGE 2.88 

235

5 0 NT&T 

NT&T-

JUVENILE 

DIVERSION 

946-3160 TELEPHONE 

64.6

9 

235

5 0 

3RD 

MILLENNIUM 

CLASSROOMS 

3RD 

MILLENNIUM 

CLASSROOMS EDUCATION 60 

2700 0 

EAGLE 

COMMUNICATION

S 

EAGLE 

COMMUNI

CATIONS 

INTE

RNE

T 

SRV

C 

19

5.

95 

270
0 0 GIS WORKSHOP 

GIS 

WORKSHOP 

ANNUA
L 

SUPPOR

T 2082 

270

0 0 

JOSEPH R 

HEWGLEY & 

ASSOCIATES 

JOSEPH R 

HEWGLEY & 

ASSOCIATES 

ARCHIT
ECT 

FEES 
1984
6.2 

590

7 0 CENTURY LINK 

CENTURY LINK 

(946-2900) 

E911 

PHONE 

SRV 
249.4
4 

590

7 0 CENTURYLINK 

CENTURYLINK 

385-0735 

E911 

PHONE 

SRV 
413.9
1 

590

7 0 

FRONTIER 

COMMUNICATIO

NS 

FRONTIER 

COMMUNICAT

IONS/E-911 

E911 

PHONE 

SRV 60 

5907 0 

GREAT 

PLAINS 

COMMU

NICATIO

NS 

GRE
AT 

PLAI

NS 

COM

M 

/E-

911 

986-

E91

1 

PHO

NE 

SRV 

10

0.

55 



 

 

0911 

590
7 0 NNTC NNTC 

E911 

PHONE 

SRV 
278.2
8 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Moved Kreachbaum, second Helgoth to approve the March 2015 claims as presented.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Graves, Carlson, 
Kucera, Helgoth, Kreachbaum and Wiegert.  Weller ayed only the ones he signed.  Nays:  None. 
Adjourn:  Moved Helgoth, second Carlson to adjourn at 12:20 a.m.  Roll Call:  All Ayes. 
/s/Roger Wiegert, Chairman 
/s/Marcia Wichmann, County Clerk 
  
 
 
 
 
   

 


